
Information sources, flying New 
Mexico back country airstrips



CONSIDERATIONS FOR BACK-COUNTRY 
FLYING IN NEW MEXICO

• Density altitude 
• Forest fire season
• Hunting season
• Wilderness areas
• MOAs 
• Weather 

• Today.  Tomorrow.  YESTERDAY.

• Runway conditions
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For visibility see windy.com



Open by 
invitation: 
3

4

Always 
open*: 6

Practice 
airstrips: 
5



Magdalena: N29, Elev. 6729, Length 5762 
• September breakfast fly-in 
• Pilots welcome  any time
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Mayor Richard Rumpf
              (575) 854-2261 
mayor@villageofmagdalena.co
m



Always open*

• Negrito
• Rainy Mesa
• Beaverhead
• Me-Own
• Sacaton

• Jewett Mesa
• Double Circle, AZ

*NOT USFS 
MAINTAINED

Courtesy call to the 
USFS dispatcher 
first at 800-538-1644
   -Condition
   -Operations
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Three Slow-Flight Passes

• High Altitude Pass, 500-1000 AGL: Big picture
• Wind 
• Runway slope
• Touchdown point marker
• Parking area
• Approach obstructions
• Departure and climb-out flight path

7



Three Slow-Flight Passes

• Medium Altitude Pass, 50-100 AGL
• Wind 
• Runway obstructions
•  Touchdown point
• Rejected-landing point
• Wildlife
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Three Slow-Flight Passes

• Low Altitude Pass, 5-10 ft AGL: 
• Wind
• Runway condition

• Drag a tire?
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Information sources
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The RAF   www.airfield.guide 
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http://www.airfield.guide/


SAFETY BRIEFINGS www.nmpilots.org 
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http://www.nmpilots.org/
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PIREPS www.nmpilots.org 

http://www.nmpilots.org/
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EVENTS www.nmpilots.org 

http://www.nmpilots.org/
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